
 QUARTERLY REPORT 
 To The 
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Portland Harbor Joint Source Control Strategy 
 
 PERIOD ENDING September 30, 2005 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
 Management Assistance Project 
 Cooperative Agreement No. V-000718-03 
 Portland Harbor Joint Source Control Strategy 
 DEQ Project Manager:  Mikell O’Mealy 
 
PROJECT REPORTING DATE 
 July 1 to September 30, 2005 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Task 1:  Project Management  
 

Received comments from EPA and partners on the draft Portland Harbor Joint Source 
Control Strategy (JSCS).  
 
Met with EPA staff and management to discuss EPA comments and resolve outstanding 
issues.  
 
Developed a strategy for seeking stakeholder comments on the draft JSCS. 
 
Coordinated the stakeholder notice and comment period. 
 
Presented overview of final draft JSCS to EPA/partners and Lower Willamette Group 
in project Milestone Meeting. 

 
Task 2:  Revise Joint Source Control Strategy 
 
Made significant revisions to the draft JSCS to address EPA comments. 
 
Finalized the draft JSCS with approval from DEQ and EPA management. 
 
Provided the draft JSCS to key stakeholders for a 30-day comment period. Key 
stakeholders included the Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group, Willamette 
Riverkeeper, Center for Environmental Health, Sierra Club, Lower Willamette Group, and 
all other upland responsible parties in Portland Harbor.  The comment period was later 
extended for an additional week in response to a stakeholder request.  
 
Task 3:  Finalize Joint Source Control Strategy 
 
Collected comments on the JSCS to be reviewed and considered after the close of the 
comment period on October 10, 2005, in preparation for finalizing the JSCS.  



 
 
PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 

Complex issue regarding application of drinking water maximum contaminant levels 
(MCLs) and drinking water preliminary remediation goals (PRGs) to source control 
decisions.   
 
Ongoing uncertainty about most effective means of evaluating and managing the storm 
water pathway. 

 
PROJECT ISSUE SUMMARY 

The application of MCLs and drinking water PRGS to source control decisions is currently 
being discussed by EPA, EPA partners, and DEQ management.  
 
Proposed process for screening and evaluating storm water to prevent or reduce on-
going contamination of the sediments is included in the JSCS.  This process will need to 
be re-evaluated to increase its effectiveness and ability to be implemented.  DEQ 
developed internal guidance for upland Project Managers describing the elements of an 
upland Storm Water investigation.  This document describes catch basin sediment and 
storm water sample collection and data evaluation.  It was completed in August 2005 and 
attached to the JSCS that went out for stakeholder comments. 

 
ACTIONS NEXT QUARTER 

 
• Review and consider stakeholder comments on the draft JSCS. 
• Finalize the JSCS with any changes needed based on stakeholder comments.  
• Distribute the final document for use by project managers and responsible parties.  

 
 
 
    Prepared by Mikell O’Mealy 

Project Manager 
NWR Cleanup Program                                    

    Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
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